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1. INTRODUCTION
All submissions must be original manuscripts that should not be under consideration for publication elsewhere. Proofreading will not be undertaken by the JSIJ. Submitted manuscripts should be in good, grammatically correct English and free of typographical errors. Authors agree that manuscripts will be formatted or published according to the Japan Social Innovation Journal’s style. 

The Introduction should briefly define the goal of the study and include the characterization of the current state of knowledge at some issue, review of literature (e.g. books, research papers, discussion papers, etc.). The introduction should give priority to the citation of the most relevant and the recent works.

2. PREPARATION OF ELECTRONIC MANUSCRIPTS FOR PUBLICATION
2.1 Basic Instructions
Authors should keep the following basic instructions in mind in order to reduce the editorial work and facilitate the processing of manuscripts.
a) Format
Please write the final version of your file (preferably in MS Word). Use either Arial or Times New Roman (10.5point font size) and submitted manuscripts must not be more than 5,000 words. (However, invited manuscripts have no length restrictions.)  Insert one blank line/space between paragraphs, and two lines/spaces between the paper title, author’s name/s on the first page. 

b) JEL Classification

Please provide the appropriate Journal of Economic Literature (JEL) codes for your research. The JEL alphanumeric codes (consisting of a letter and two digits representing subject categories) will facilitate online search using the IDEAS archive. (For the complete list of JEL codes, see http://ideas.repec.org/j)
c) Tables/Illustrations/Data
For manuscripts which include (a) tables and graphs: please indicate table/figure numbers, notes, captions, sources; (b) diagrams, maps, illustrations and pictures: please write figure or photo numbers in the respective headings. The editors will contact the author about additional guidelines regarding size and image resolution matters. The author is responsible for obtaining a letter of copyright permission for illustrations, photos, artwork taken from other sources. Without obtaining the proper permission, the said photos/artwork by other authors will not be published. 

Table 1: Number of small-medium enterprises in Kobe (Unit: In thousands)
	Year
	Type
	Number

	1910
	Type A
	258787a

	1920
	Type B
	567853a

	1930
	Type C
	655267b

	1940
	Type D
	798564b

	1950
	Type E
	937525b


Sources: Nikkei Business Publications, 1970, p.70; The Yomiuri Shimbun, Feb 22, 1966, p. 11. （Font size 9pt, Times new roman). Always end with a period.
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Source: Japan Social Innovation Journal website (http://www.ips.u-hyogo.ac.jp/jsij/contact/). （Font size 9pt, Times new roman). Always end with a period.
d) Citations and References
The JSIJ uses a format that is based on the APA style guide. Please see Section 5 below for some common types of bibliographic entries such as books, journal articles, news reports, electronic sources, translated books or articles written in a language other than English, etc. All entries must be in alphabetical order.
2.2 Submission
Please send the following documents to jsij.editors@gk.u-hyogo.ac.jp and write “For JSIJ paper submission” in the email subject line:
· The final version of your file (preferably in MS-Word)
· The original table/figures files (preferably in MS-Excel)
· The individual image files (in JPEG, TIFF or PNG formats)
3. PREPARING ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPTS FOR PUBLICATION 
Submitted manuscripts are subject to a preliminary screening based on paper quality and theme suitability. Submissions that clear the initial screening then undergo a double-blind peer review process. Two reviewers are assigned by the Guest Editor/s to conduct the review based on these evaluation criteria. Based on the evaluation of the reviewers, the Guest Editor/s and the editorial team make a decision. Authors will be duly informed of the results of the preliminary screening and double-blind review processes. The following chart shows the steps in the publication process (Figure 1).
Figure.1: Publishing peer-reviewed full-length articles 

[image: image2]
In case of a split-decision between the two reviewers, a third referee will be assigned to read and evaluate the manuscript. A specialist well-versed in the relevant research topic or theme, this referee will be assigned and tasked with the impartial evaluation of the manuscript and decision of the matter.
Only submissions that pass the preliminary screening as well as the blind review system will be published by the JSIJ. Essay contributions are screened and evaluated by the editorial team according to theme suitability and paper quality.
4. CONCLUSION
The conclusion summarizes the results and highlights the significance of the study focusing on the need to address and analyze the important issues involved. 
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